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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 





(Currently Arrfended): A method for a probe to negotiate a common mode of 
communication between two nodes, comprising: 

a) \stablishing a first communication path between the probe and a first node 
including negotiating a mode of operation with the first node ; 

b) establishing a second communication path between the probe and a second 
[[mode]]] node including negotiating a mode of operation with the second node ; and 

c) establishing^ third communication path through the probe, the third 
communication path couplingNhe first and second communication paths by establishing a point 
to point link between the first ancksecond nodes in order to provide a negotiated common mode 
of operation between the first node and the second node by comparing the mode of operation 
with the first node and the mode of operation with the second node and selecting one of multiple 
communication paths through the probe a\the third communication path to provide a common 
mode of operation between the first node anaNthe second node , wherein the probe includes a 
,bypass mode in which data bypasses the probe a^d a pass through mode in which data is 
monitored by the probe. 




4. (Currently Amended): The method of claim [[3]] I, whVein negotiating a mode of 
operation with the first node comprises negotiating a speed of a transmission of data over the 
first communication path between the probe and the first node. 
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5. (Currently Amended): The method of claim [[3]] I, wherein negotiating a mode of 
operation with the first node comprises negotiating one of half duplex and full duplex 
communication over the first communication path between the probe and the first node. 



6. (Cancels 




8. (Currently Amended): the method of claim [[7]] 1, wherein the common mode of 
operation between the first node ana the second node is the best mode of operation available 
between the first node and the seconaynode. 



9. (Currently Amended): A pra^e that negotiates a common mode of communication 
between two nodes, comprising: 

means for establishing a first communication path between the probe and a first node 
including negotiating a mode of operation with the first node ; 

means for establishing a second communication path between the probe and a second 
node including negotiating a mode of operation with the second node ; and 

means for establishing a third communication path through the probe, the third 
communication path coupling the first and second communication paths by establishing a point 
to point link between the first and second nodes iA order to provide a negotiated common mode 
of operation between the first node and the second node by comparing the mode of operation 
with the first node and the mode of operation with tne second node and selecting one of multiple 
communication paths through the probe as the third communication path to provide a common 
mode of operation between the first node and the secoiM node , wherein the probe includes a 
bypass mode in which data bypasses the probe and a pas^ through mode in which data is 
monitored by the probe. 



10. (Canceled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended): An article of manufacture comprising a machine readable 
medium having asplurality of machine readable instructions stored thereon, wherein the 
instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

a) establish a^first communication path between a probe and a first node including 
negotiating a mode of operation with the first node ; 

b) establish a seccmd communication path between the probe and a second node 
including negotiating a mode of operation with the second node ; and 

c) establish a third communication path through the probe, the third communication path 
coupling the first and second communication path by establishing a point to point link between 
the first and second nodes in orater to provide a negotiated common mode of operation between 
the first node and the second node vbv comparing the mode of operation with the first node and 
the mode of operation with the second node and selecting one of multiple communication paths 
through the probe as the third commiWation path to provide a common mode of operation 
between the first node and the second node , wherein the probe includes a bypass mode in which 
data bypasses the probe aj}d a pass through mode in which data is monitored by the probe. 

12. (Cancefed) 




14. (Curreritly Amended): The article of manufacture of claim [[13]] H, wherein the 
instructions that cause a processor when executed toVegotiate a mode of operation with the first 
node cause the processor when executed to negotiate a\speed of a transmission of data over the 
first communication path between the probe and the firs\node. 



15. (Currently Amended): The article of manufacture of claim [[13]] U_, wherein the 
instructions that cause the processor when executed to negotiate a mode of operation with the 
first node cause the processor when executed to negotiate one ©f half duplex and full duplex ' 
communication ovepthe first communication path between the p^robe and the first node. 

16. ^Canceled) 



Docket No: 82771P262 



Page 4 of 8 



ETK/npe 



AppL No. 09/469,982 

Amdt. Dated 10/23/2003 

Reply to Office action of 08/28/2003 




18. (Currently Amended): The article of manufacture of claim [[17]] U, wherein the 
common mode of operation between the first node and the second node is the best mode of 
operation available between the firs\node and the second node. 



/ 
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